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Article withdrawal

Itis a general principle of scholarly communication that the editor of a leamed journal is solely and independently responsible for deciding which
articles submitted to the journal shall be published. In making this decision the editor is guided by policies of the journal's editorial board and
constrained by such legal requirements in force regarding libel, copyright infringement and plagiarism. An outcome of this principle is the
importance of the scholarly archive as a permanent, historic record of the transactions of scholarship. Articles that have been published shall
remain extant, exact and unaltered as far as is possible. However, very occasionally circumstances may arise where an article is published that
must later be retracted or even removed. Such actions must not be undertaken lightly and can only occur under exceptional circumstances, such
as:

Article Withdrawal: Only™wged for Articles in Press which represent early versions of articles and sometimes contain errors, or may have been
accidentally submitted twice\Occasionally, but less frequently, the articles may represent infringements of professional ethical codes, such as
multiple submission, bogus cl§ims of authorship, plagiarism, fraudulent use of data or the like.

Article Retraction: Infringemen|s of professional ethical codes, such as multiple submission, bogus claims of authorship, plagiarism, fraudulent
use of data or the like. Occasignally a retraction will be used to correct errors in submission or publication.

Article Removal: Legal limitaffons upon the publisher, copynight holder or authori(s).

Article Replacement: |deng#fication of false or inaccurate data that, if acted upon, would pose a serious health risk.
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Duplicate publication

When somebody uses his/her own work (data, words, or theories) presenting it as if it were completely new.

Example:

Duplicate publication COPE case number: 01-25 (2001)

An author publishes a paper in Journal A that looks extremely similar to one already published as guidelines in Journal B. Of 48
paragraphs of text, 41 are almost identical. It has since transpired that several authors who were involved in the writing of the article
published in Journal B have not been acknowledged. Prior publication elsewhere has not been acknowledged in the Journal A paper.
The editor writes to the authors requesting an explanation. He informs them that the journal takes a strong line on duplicate publica-
tion and disclosure of related publications, and that there should also be an appropriate acknowledgement of the contribution of
other authors. The editor also writes to the editor of Journal A asking him to look at both of the papers and to give him his views. Has

enough been done?
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